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Old Testament Survey 

Objective 
This survey is in no way an exhaustive study but is meant to give an overall view of the Old 

Testament.  We will study the books as they are divided into several different categories. 

Course Schedule (Tentative) 

● 1st Session: Why study the Old Testament -  The Pentateuch. 

 

● 2nd Session: History Literature. 

 

● 3rd Session: Wisdom Literature. 

 

● 4th Session: Major Prophets. 

 

● 5th Session: Minor Prophets. 

Book List 

● Lennox, S. J. (2009) God’s story revealed: A guide for understanding the Old Testament.  

Indianpolis, IN.  Wesleyan Publishing House. 
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Why Study the Old Testament? 
 

When  you think of the Old Testament, what comes to mind? 

Why study the Old Testament? 
● Dysfunctional Closet Syndrome 
● Big Picture or Meta-Narrative 
● The author originally wrote for a particular audience, but if the message was truly God’s 

Word, it would have application to all generations. 
● The Old Testament sets up the story and foundation to understanding the New Testament. 
● 2 Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 
Where did the events in the Old Testament take place? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Old 

Testament Cultural Context 
● Ancient Near East (ANE) 
● Polytheistic 
● Need to control 

What events does the Old Testament describe? 
● World History: The Creation and The Fall 
● Israel’s Ancestry: The Patriarchs 
● Israel’s Beginnings: Moses and Joshua 
● Israel’s Statehood: David and his dynasty. 
● Israel’s Exile and Restoration - Ezra and Nehemiah 
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How is the Old Testament Divided up? 
 

 
 

Overall understanding of the Old Testament. 
● Covenant  

○ History - Blessings - Stipulations - Witnesses 
● Covenant in Genesis 1-11 

○ Obedient Fellowship with God (Love God) 
○ Harmonious fellowship with God’s people (Love Others) 
○ A responsible enjoyment of God’s world (resist idolatry) 

● The restoration of God’s Plan (Genesis 12 - Malachi) 
○ Trust in God’s goodness 
○ Believe in God’s promises 
○ Obey God’s Covenant 

 
The Pentateuch 

What is the Pentateuch or the Torah? 
● Pentateuch means “five-volumes.” 
● Torah means, “the Law.” 
● Beliefs and theological concepts are revealed in the first five books that lay a foundation for 

everything we believe. 
 
Who is the author? 

● Moses is the traditional author of Genesis, Deuteronomy, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy. 

○ Ancient  books were normally cumbersome as they were in the scrolls that could 
reach up to 30 feet. 
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○ You can see plainly that divisions were necessary if these were one book. 
 
Why is this section important? 

● The religious importance. 
○ Foundation of all divine revelation. 
○ Creation, mankind, sin, redemption. 

● The Historical importance. 
○ History, archeology, geology. 
○ A specialized history over redemption. 
○ The Pentateuch is history but more.  It is wedded to prophecy. 
○ The philosophy of Israel’s history. 

● The cosmic Importance of the Pentateuch. 
○ Account of the creation of the world and man stands unique when compared to 

ancient literature. 
○ The unifying principle of the universe is God. 
○ God is the first principle of causation – His revelation. 
○ The universe is here because God made it.  There is a redemptive purpose to it 

also. 
 
What is the book of Genesis? 

● Written around 1450-1410 B.C. circa. during the Exodus. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ The beginnings of Earth, universe, people, sin, salvation, Israel 
● Theological Outline 

○ Written in the day of belief in many gods. 
i. ie. Fertility gods were worshipped during farming. 

○ Israel needed to answer questions that compared their God to other gods. 
○ The nation of Israel had to learn the difference between religion and magic 

i. Other gods were manipulated by magic but God was in a relationship 
with Israel. 

○ Other gods were symbolized to make them physical. 
i. God is a spiritual being and this was hard for the ancient world to 

understand. 
○ God was not determined in His faithfulness by one event, but throughout history. 
○ Other gods were unpredictable and apt to change. 

i. Israel’s God was unchanging and timeless. 
○ Other gods did offer to help people lives or character. 

i. God was different and expected His people to be different because He was 
different. 

ii. Genesis was written to let people know that God was different and that 
His people are different than others. 

○ Genesis points out that God created things good but sin has made things immoral 
and impure. 

i. God does not tolerate sin. 
ii. Sin affects our relationship with Him. 

○ Genesis shows that God works redemptively throughout history. 
● The Timeline application 

● The creation – Undated – God alone knows. 
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● Noah – Same thing can be said about Noah. 
● Abraham – 2166 B.C. 
● Abraham enters Canaan – 2091 
● Birth of Isaac – 2066 
● Jacob and Esau –  

a. Birth 2006 
b. Jacob flees – 1929 B.C. 

● Joseph born – 1915 B.C. 
a. Sold into slavery – 1898 B.C. 
b. Joseph Rules in Egypt – 1885 B.C. 
c. Death of Joseph – 1805 B.C 

 
What is the book of Exodus? 

● Speak of God’s deliverance of the children of Israel. 
● Special features 

○ Shares more miracles than any other OT books. 
○ Ten Commandments. 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Slavery 
○ Rescue and Redemption. 
○ Guidance 
○ Ten Commandments 

i. Moral Law - the Ten Commandments. 
ii. Civil law – giving rules to manage lives in society. 

iii. Ceremonial law – patterns for worship 
○ Nation of Israel 

● Theological Outline 
○ Exodus 4:20 – 430 years the people where in slavery. 

i. They were welcomed at first and became unwelcomed. 
ii. How does people keep their identity in oppression. 

● Their surroundings was in a major polytheistic society. 
● Temptation to the Egyptians religion was strong. 
● Pharaoh was regarded as a god. 
● How long will they last in the promises of an unseen God? 

a. They could of given up their uniqueness. 
b. Hold onto the God as the One among others. 
c. Embrace Monotheism and keep their tradition. 

● Moses would become the most influential person of the OT. 
○ The tabernacle reminded them that God was Holy and might and power. 

 
● Six Theological Conclusions 

○ God is the covenant maker and covenant keeper. 
○ God is Lord of history. 
○ God is compassionate deliver of the oppressed. 
○ God calls and uses committed leaders. 
○ God is holy and demands righteous living. 
○ God cares about worship and dwells among His obedient people. 

● Timeline 
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○ Birth of Moses – 1530 B.C. 
○ Moses runs away - 1490 B.C. 
○ Moses leads God’s people out of Egypt - 1450 B.C. 
○ Burning Bush, plagues, red sea, giving of TC., setting up of the tabernacle. – 1450 

B.C. 
 
What is the Book of Leviticus? 

● Purpose – Handbook for the priest and levites outlining duties and holy living 
● Special Feature 

○ Holy – 150 times 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Sacrifice and offering 
○ Worship 
○ Health 
○ Holiness 
○ Levites 

● Theological Outline 
○ How can sinful know God and enter into His presence? 
○ Leviticus forms the centerpiece of the Pentateuch.   
○ The Israelites know their God was different. 
○ What were the proper forms of worship to God? 
○ The book of Leviticus reveals the Holy God and how we can enter into His 

presence. 
○ Theological teachings 

● The grace of God. 
● The importance of preparation for meeting God. 
● The presence of God. 
● The necessity of righteous living. 

○ God’s grace fills the book of Leviticus. 
○ The book of Leviticus reminds worships of the Holiness of God and the need for 

cleansed lives. 
○ The emphasis of Leviticus is on purity, holiness and cleansing. 

i. Importance of preparation. 
○ It is not a book of ritual but ethical living. 

 
○ Leviticus shows God’s concern over worship. 

● Timeline 
○ 1450 B.C. - All that happens in Leviticus. 

 
What is the Book of Numbers? 

● Tells of how the people of Israel prepared to enter the promise land. 
● Tells the story of how Israel sinned, were punished, forgiven and tried again. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Census 
i. Moses counted the Israelites twice 

○ Rebellion 
i. Kadesh-Barnea 

● Twelve spies are sent out and ten said to give up. 
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● The people refused to enter at God’s command and rebelled 
against Him. 

○ The Wanderings 
○ Canaan 

● Theological Outline 
○ How does God lead a rebellious people. 
○ God’s cloud resembles His presence amongst the people. 
○ Numbers points out that the Israelites was a sorry account. 
○ God promised victory to the children whose parents died rebellious 
○ God’s faithfulness provide hope in the darkest of situations. 
○ Stubborn human rebellion faces punishment 
○ God’s people need proper organization and leadership. 
○ The only real hero was Yahweh. 
○ The presence of God provides guidance and need to the rebellious. 
○ The Word could not be overthrown. 
○ No leader grows beyond the need of obedience and faith. 

● Timeline 
○ First Census – 1450 B.C. 
○ Aaron Dies – 1430 B.C. 
○ 2nd Census, Joshua appointed moses successor, directions for settlement in 

Canaan. – 1410 B.C. 
 
What is the Book of Deuteronomy 

● Reminds the people of what God has done and to encourage them to rededicate their 
lives to Him. 

● Written to the new generation of Israel. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ History 
i. Moses recounted for the people the work of God’s faithfulness in history. 

○ Laws 
○ God’s faithful love is seen the most.  In response God desires love. 
○ Choices 
○ Teaching 

● Theological Outline 
○ How do we respond when God fulfills His promise. 
○ This is the new generation on the stage of a new movement of God’s history. 
○ Moses last task 

i. Three Sermons 
● Chapter 1:6-4:43 

a. He recounted the wondrous acts of the Lord 
● 4:44-26:68 

a. He expanded the law 
● 29-29:30 

a. Led the generation to renew the covenant. 
○ Major issues facing the people of God are addressed by Moses. 

i. Would the people continue to rebel? 
ii. Would they trust Yahweh? 

iii. Did they have faith to trust God’s new leader and in God to give them the 
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land. 
○ Central Theme 

i. The Loyal Love of God for His people. God’s loving and personal direction 
of History for His people is one of the unique aspects of Israelite religion.  
The most startling aspect of Israel’s faith is the creed, or shema 
(Deuteronomy 6:4).   

○ God’s grace is seen in His choosing Israel as His own. 
○ Human Response to the covenant. 

i. Summed up in 6:5-9. 
ii. Jesus called this the greatest commandment. 

○ The range of the covenant shows that no element of human life is not to be 
touched by God. 

● Timeline Application 
○ Moses preached three sermons around circa 1410 B.C. 

 
The Old Testament History 

 
What is the Book of Joshua? 

● Purpose – to give the history of Israel and their conquest. 
● Author is Joshua except for the end (Phineas). 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Success 
○ Faith 
○ Guidance 
○ Leadership 
○ Conquest 

● Theological Outline 
○ Canaan was the place of Israel’s rest. 
○ Israel’s history after Joshua showed their need of a constant reminder. 
○ Events of the past served as reminders to celebrate what God has done. 
○ Remembrance required continued allegiance. 
○ Future ramifications were showed in his constant reminder that God was 

moving them from the past to the fulfillment of God’s promises. 
i. The accomplishment of certain blessings are to be coupled with the “not 

yet.” 
ii. There is an idea that the land is still to be “fully possessed.” 

iii. The divine truth to be discovered cannot be understood just in the time 
that it was written.  Joshua’s themes are best understood in the stages of 
God’s revelation.   

○ God depicted in Joshua is faithful to His promises and curses. 
○ There is still difference to be put between people that obey God and those that 

do not. 
● Timeline 

○ Entrance into the promised land – circa 1410 B.C. 
○ Conquest – 1410 
○ Portion divided – 1400 
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○ Joshua exhorts to covenant loyalty – 1390 
 
What is the Book of Judges 

● Theme – God’s judgment is certain and His forgiveness is just certain 
● Author - Perhaps Samuel 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Decline and Compromise 
○ Decay and apostasy 
○ Defeat and oppression 
○ Repentance 
○ Deliverance and heroes 

● Theological Outline 
○ The Israelites were loosely organized.  Invaders tore this down quickly. 
○ Warriors would unite and temporarily raise up Israel. 
○ When they died or left the always went back to sinning and decay. 
○ They constantly disobeyed and had to repent of it. 
○ Accepting the covenant the nation of Israel voluntary accepted the conditions. 

● Timeline 
○ Starting circa 1390 B.C. 
○ Othniel 1390 
○ Ehud 1332 
○ Deborah 1225 
○ Gideon 1150 
○ Abimelech 1115 
○ Jepthah 1110 
○ Samson 1100-1075 

 
 
What is the Book of Ruth? 

● Purpose - To show how three people remain strong in character even when society 
around them collapse 

● Author – perhaps Samuel 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Faithfulness 
○ Kindness 
○ Integrity 
○ Protection 
○ Prosperity and Blessing 

● Theological Outline 
○ Where is God in the time of crisis or pain? 

i. Ruth is timely like a daily newspaper. 
○ Theological surprise shows that we cannot define God. 
○ Loyalty to God is a blessed attribute. 
○ God can have a silent presence. 

● Timeline 
○ Ruth – 1100 B.C.  

 
What is the Book of I Samuel? 
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● Purpose – to record the life of Samuel; Israel’s last judge and the reign and fall of Saul; 
the first king of Israel, and its preparation for the next king, David. 

● Author – Samuel, writings from Nathan and Gad. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Kingship 
○ God’s control 
○ Leadership 
○ Obedience 

● Theological Outline 
○ Did God choose Saul and David? 
○ They had to answer whether it is God ordained for them to be loosely organized 

in the face of war. 
i. David’s kingdom was made of two major groups. 

● Southern: Judah – David’s people 
● Northern: Israel – Saul’s people 
● This division would return after Solomon 

○ The writer confirms in detail that God had indeed chosen David. 
○ The Messianic hope of Israel relies on the surety of David’s. 
○ 1 and 2 Samuel deals with the central themes of the Bible. 

i. The activity of God in our History. 
ii. God incarnates his word, and God does this in the lives of people. 

iii. The consequences of Human sin. 
iv. The grace of God that is greater than all our sin. 

● Timeline 
○ Birth of Samuel – 1070 B.C. 
○ Samuel’s Calling – 1060 B.C. 
○ Saul is chosen – 1040 
○ Samuel anoints Saul – 1040 
○ Samuel reproves Saul – 1030 
○ God rejects saul – 1030 
○ David anointed king – 1020 
○ David kills Goliath – 1020 
○ Death of Samuel – 1015 
○ Death of Saul – 1011 

 
What is the Book of II Samuel? 

● Purpose – to record the history of David’s reign, to demonstrate the effects of 
leadership under God, to reveal that one person can make a difference, and to depict 
David as a ideal leader of an imperfect kingdom. 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Kingdom growth 
○ Personal greatness 
○ Justice 
○ The consequences of Sin. 

● Timeline 
○ David made king of Judah – 1011 b.c. 
○ David made king over Israel – 1005 
○ David and Bathsheba – 990 
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○ Birth of Solomon – 990 
○ Death of Absalom – 985 

 
What are the books of I and II Kings? 

● I Kings Purpose – to contrast the lives of those that lived for God and those that didn’t 
through the history of the Kings of Israel and Judah.   

● Author – unknown , maybe Jeremiah or a group. 
● II Kings Purpose – to demonstrate the fate of those that fail to make God their true 

leader. 
● Author – unknown 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ 1 Kings 
i. The king 

ii. The temple 
iii. Other gods 
iv. Prophets message. 
v. Sin and Repentance 

○ 2 Kings  
i. Elisha 

ii. Idolatry 
iii. Evil kings vs. good kings. 

● Northern kingdom 
a. 19 evil kings and no good ones. 

● Southern kingdom 
a. 12 evil kings and 8 good ones. 

● Theological Outline 
○ Prophetic interpretation of the history of Israel from the reign of Solomon to 37th 

year of Jehoiakim in the captivity of Babylon. 
○ Solomon was a time of unprecedented glory, but mainly because of his father 

David. 
○ Solomon’s son caused the kingdom to be divided. 
○ Israel had no revival 
○ Judah experienced revival from time to time. 
○ Surrounding conditions of this time were much like today’s time. 
○ Divinely organized events to bring people to back to God. 
○ The prophets used the intro and end of each king to show God’s opinion of each 

king. 
○ Main purpose was to show God’s overthrow of the kingdom because of their sin.   
○ God rejects those that reject him. 
○ God magnifies his prophets. 
○ God hates sin and wants to remove it from his people. 
○ Prophets also demonstrated God’s faithfulness in fulfilling the promises. 

● Timeline application 
○ Reign of Solomon 40 years,  
○ Death of David 971 B.C 
○ Solomon made king 971 
○ Solomon prays for wisdom 971 
○ Solomon builds the temple 967-956 
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○ Death of Solomon 931 
○ Rehoboam made king – 931 
○ Contest on Mt. Carmel – 870 
○ Call of Elisha – 860 
○ Elijah is taken – 850 
○ Death of Jezebel 841 
○ Elisha death – 798 
○ Captivity of Israel – 732 
○ Fall of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar – 586 

 
What are the Books of I and II Chronicles? 

● I Chronicles - To teach that genuine worship ought to be the center of national and 
personal life. 

○ Author – Ezra 
● II Chronicles - Unify the nation around true worship around Jehovah by judging kings. 

○ Author – Ezra 
● Major Theological Themes I Chron. 

○ Israel’s History 
○ David the King 
○ True Worship 
○ Priests 

● Major Theological Themes in II Chron. 
○ Temple 
○ Peace 
○ Prayer 
○ Reform 
○ National Collapse 

i. 586 B.C. the Babylonians completely destroyed the temple of God. 
● Theological Outline 

○ Does God forgive His people and restore them to usefulness. 
○ Return from exile and renewal of the temple renewed their expectations. 
○ Renewed Identity 
○ All idols are an abomination to Him and must be removed. 
○ God is Holy God. 
○ Sin is not the end of the road for God’s people. 

● Timeline 
○ Death of Saul and David’s reign – 1011 
○ David made king over all – 1004 
○ David brings the ark to Jerusalem – 1000 
○ Solomon made king and David’s death – 971 
○ Solomon builds temple – 967 
○ Temple completed – 960 
○ Death of Solomon - 931 

 
What are the Books of Ezra & Nehemiah? 

● Ezra - To show God’s faithfulness and the way He kept His promise to Israel. 
○ Author – Ezra 

● Intro to Nehemiah - Last of the OT Historical books.  Records the return of Israel to 
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Jerusalem. 
○ Author - Nehemiah and Ezra 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ The return of the Israelites 
○ Rededication 

i. 536 B.C. Zerubabel led the people in rededication. 
○ Opposition 
○ God’s Word. 
○ Faith and Work 
○ Walls represented power and protection 
○ Prayer  
○ Leadership 
○ Careful planning 
○ Teamwork 
○ Problem Solving 
○ Courage 
○ Repentance and Revival 

● Theological Outline 
○ Temptation to legalism, ignorance, disinterest threatened them. 
○ The world’s morals also hurt them. 

i. Three major stories 
● Rebuilding the temple. 
● Renewed emphasis on God’s law by Ezra. 
● Restoration of the walls and reform. 

○ God’s Word is the only authorities rule for living. 
○ Enthusiasm for building the worship center died, but nothing must supersede 

worship. 
○ God’s leaders are never popular with everybody. 
○ Encouragement is always in order. 
○ Correcting worldly attainments is costly and sad. 
○ God is ultimately involved in our lives. 
○ Confession and Covenant making is basic to discipleship life. 

● Timeline 
○ Exile Return 538 
○ Temple building 536 
○ Temple completed 515 
○ Ezra journeys to Jerusalem 457 
○ Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem in 443 
○ Building of the walls 443 
○ Walls finished in 443 

 
What is the Book of Esther 

● Demonstrates God’s love and care. 
● Author – Unknown, maybe Mordecai or Ezra or Nehemiah. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ God’s Sovereignty 
○ Racial hatred 
○ Deliverance 
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i. 23rd of February, celebrate the feast of Purim. 
○ Action 
○ Wisdom 

● Theological Outline 
○ Lowest point of history, as Persia replaced Babylon. 
○ Jews were scattered over the world. 
○ Esther described how God’s people were saved from foreign domination. 
○ God is good no matter where we are living. 
○ Circumstances do not determine our potential for ministry and effectiveness. 
○ History stands under God’s control. 
○ God can teach in different ways. 
○ Hero’s of faith do not operate through worldly systems. 
○ God can remain invisible and still help people. 

● Timeline 
○ Esther – 480 B.C. 

The Wisdom of the Old Testament 
 
What is the Book of Job? 

● To demonstrate God’s sovereignty and true faith.  It address the question, “why do the 
righteous suffer?” 

○ Author – Job, Moses, Elihu, Solomon. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Suffering 
○ Satan’s attack 
○ God’s goodness 
○ Pride 
○ Trust 
○ Why do bad things happen to good people? 

● Timeline 
○ Job – Unknown 

 
What is the Book of Psalms? 

● To provide poetry for the expression of praise, prayer, confession, and devotion to God. 
○ Authors 

i. David wrote 73 psalms 
ii. Asaph wrote 12 

iii. Sons of Korah wrote 9 
iv. Solomon wrote 2 
v. Herman with the sons of Korah, Ethan, Moses each wrote 1 

vi. 53 anonymous 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Praise 
○ God’s great power 
○ Forgiveness 
○ Thankfulness 
○ Trust 
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○ Faith to Israel set to music. 
i. Allows us to speak to Him in every mood of life. 

○ Theology is not abstract or philosophical but popular. 
○ Psalms teach about his character. 
○ Psalm celebrates God’s works. 
○ All sin is opposed to God. 
○ God’s Salvation 

● Timeline of Psalms 
○ Date: Written over several centuries, 1440 b.c. – 586 b.c. 

 
What is the Book of Proverbs? 

● Purpose: to teach people how to be understanding, just, and fair in everything they do.  
To make the simple wise, to warn young men.  To supply wisdom to daily life. 

○ Author 
i. Solomon 

ii. Agar 
iii. Lemuel 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Wisdom 
○ Relationship 
○ Speech 
○ Work 
○ Success 

● Theological Outlines 
○ Ancient thinkers noticed the order in the world early. 
○ Israelite wisdom began in the clans and was handed down through generations. 
○ They looked at integrity, contentment, and relationships. 
○ Fear of the Lord was the central theme. 

● Timeline 
○ By Solomon during the first part of his reign. 

 
What is the Book of Ecclesiastes? 

● Purpose - To spare future generations the bitterness of learning that life is meaningless 
apart from God. 

○ Author 
i. Solomon 

ii. Refers to himself as “koheleth” or “one who speaks publically in an 
assembly.”  - The preacher 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Searching 
○ Emptiness 
○ Work 
○ Death 
○ Wisdom 

● Theological Outline 
○ The only prudent path is to follow God. 
○ We often waste much of our life. 
○ Simplicity is better. 



17 

● Timeline 
○ 940-935 B.C. 

 
What is the Song of Solomon? 

● Purpose: A wedding song on marriage.  To picture God’s love. 
○ Author - Solomon 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Sex 
○ Love 
○ Commitment 
○ Beauty 
○ Problems 

● Theological outline 
○ How does the believer express love to another human being? 

i. Neighboring nations were into cultic prostitution. 
ii. So how do we express love in an endorsed but restricted relationship. 

○ Exclusive love 
Three theological conclusions. 

i. God made man and woman to compliment each other in every way. 
ii. God made man and woman physically attracted to each other. 

iii. God meant for human sexuality to be expressed in an exclusive 
relationship. 

● Timeline 
○ Early in Solomon’s reign – 1014 B.C. 

 
The Major and Minor Prophets 

 
What is the book of Isaiah? 

● Purpose - To call the nation of Judah back to God and to tell the nation of salvation 
through the messiah. 

○ Author - Isaiah 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Holiness 
○ Punishmen 
○ Salvation 
○ Messiah 
○ Hope 

● Theological Outline 
○ Challenging due to content and size. 

i. Content 
● Ch. 1-39 – 8th century B.C. 
● Ch. 40-66 – 6th century B.C. 

○ Isaiah, son of Amos, lived in a terrible time. 
○ Five major theological points of Isaiah 

i. God is one. 
ii. God is sovereign over creation and history. 
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iii. God is holy. 
iv. God is judge. 
v. God is redeemer. 

● Timeline 
○ Ch. 1-39 – 700 B.C. 
○ Ch.40-66 – 681 B.C. 

 
What is the Book of Jeremiah? 

● Purpose - To turn God’s people from their sin and turn back to God. 
○ Author - Jeremiah 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Sin 
○ Punishment. 
○ God is Lord of all. 
○ New Hearts 
○ Faithful service 

● Theological outline 
○ Jeremiah’s message would be rejected but he was to continue on. 
○ Jeremiah was to lead the people through their own unfaithfulness by example of 

his own faithfulness. 
○ Five practical teachings 

i. Sovereignty of God 
ii. Faithfulness of God 

iii. The Necessity of faithfulness in God’s people. 
iv. The Grace of God. 
v. God’s promise of a new covenant. 

● Timeline 
○ Jeremiah called – 627 
○ King Josiah killed – 609 
○ Ezekiel captive – 605 
○ Ezekiel begins to prophecy in Babylon-593 
○ Jerusalem destroyed – 586 

 
What is the Book of Lamentations? 

● Purpose - To teach people that to disobey God is a disastrous situation.   
○ Author - Jeremiah 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Destruction of Jerusalem 
○ Sins Consequences 
○ God’s mercy 
○ Hope 

● Theological Outline 
○ Nation had been destroyed. 
○ How can one respond to loss of all security? 
○ The book laments what has been. 
○ God is just 

i. Sinful people will be punished 
ii. God is not partial. 
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iii. Even the elect. 
● Timeline 

○ Written by Jeremiah soon after the fall of Jerusalem - 586 B.C. 
 
What is the Book of Ezekiel? 

● Purpose - to see the holiness of God in dark times. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ God’s Holiness 
○ Sin 
○ Restoration 
○ Contrast of leaders to God. 
○ Worship 

● Theological Outline 
○ The people’s theological undergirding was weak. 
○ Accommodation is unacceptable. 
○ God’s Word never fails. 
○ Geography does not limit God. 
○ People are personally responsible for their actions. 
○ Nine  

● Timeline 
○ Daniel taken captive around 605. 
○ Ezekiel taken captive 597 
○ Ezekiel becomes a prophet 593 
○ Judah falls in 586 
○ Ezekiel’s ministry ends 571 

 
What is the Book of Daniel? 

● Purpose - To give a historical account of the faithful Jews that lived in captivity and to 
show how God is in control of all. 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ God is in control 
○ Purpose in life 
○ God’s Faithfulness 

● Theological Outline 
○ Daniel used wisdom, prophecy, and literary forms to challenge the people. 
○ Apocalyptic expression uses imagery. 
○ 6 Stories then 6 visions 

● Timeline 
○ Written – 535 B.C. 
○ Events took place from 605-535 

 
What is the Book of Hosea? 

● Purpose - Illustrates God’s love for his people. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ The Nation’s Sin - Unfaithfulness 
○ God’s Judgment 
○ God’s Love 
○ Restoration 
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● Theological Outline 
○ Why does God continue to put up with an unfaithful people? 
○ Why was temptation so great? 
○ God’s love is consistent regardless of our faithlessness. 

● Timeline 
○ Written 715 B.C. 

 
What is the Book of Joel? 

● Purpose - Warn Judah of God’s impending judgment. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Punishment 
○ Forgiveness 
○ Promise of Holy Spirit 

● Theological Outline 
○ Locusts had destroyed much. 
○ Things happening were a theological problem 
○ Repentance removed the locusts but required more from them. 
○ Future looking of God’s Spirit on all flesh. 

● Timeline 
○ 835-796 B.C. 

 
What is the Book of Amos? 

● Purpose - To pronounce judgment on the northern kingdom from complacency, 
idolatry, and oppression of poor. 

● Major Theological Themes  
○ Everyone answers to God. 
○ Complacency 
○ Oppressing the poor 
○ Superficial Religion 

● Theological Outline 
○ Amos was the spokesman of God not a religious leader. 
○ Call of reform to righteousness. 
○ Worship to have any value must affect the people where they live. 
○ Practical righteousness was the grounds for proper righteousness. 

● Timeline 
○ 760 B.C. – 750 B.C. 

 
What is the Book of Obadiah? 

● Purpose - To show that God judges those attack his people. 
○ Shortest book in the old testament. 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Justice 
○ Pride 

● Theological Outline 
○ Does God have a future for a defeated people? 
○ Edom had betrayed Judah. 
○ Obadiah rejected despair and harboring hatred. 
○ Justice of God 
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○ Grace of God. 
● Timeline 

○ Written during the reign of Jehoram of Judah. - 853-851 B.C. 
 
What is the Book of Jonah? 

● Purpose - To show the extent of God’s grace. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ God’s sovereignty 
○ God’s message to the entire world. 
○ Response 
○ God’s compassion 

● Theological Outline 
○ Jonah shows us that God’s love is not confined to one nation. 

● Timeline 
○ 785-760 B.C. 

 
What is the Book of Micah? 

● Purpose - To offer pardon to all that repent, to both kingdoms 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Perverting faith 
○ Oppression 
○ Messiah – King of peace 
○ Pleasing God 

● Theological Outline 
○ Time of blessing and temptation. 
○ Brought in idols. 
○ Fidelity to the covenant was a necessity. 
○ Dedication to religious and social evils implies that for salvation there must be 

deep repentance. 
● Timeline 

○ 742 – 687 B.C. 
 
What is the Book of Nahum? 

● Purpose - Pronounce God’s judgment on Syria. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ God judges 
○ God rules 

● Theological Outline 
○ Assyria too was harlotry to other nations, such as Judah, that came under their 

vassalage. 
○ How was Judah to act in regards to the evil of Assyria? 
○ Prophesied the fall of Nineveh in 612 B.C. 
○ 4 major themes 

i. sovereignty of God 
ii. Justice of God 

iii. Grace of God 
iv. Hope for God’s people. 

● Timeline 
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○ 663-654 B.C. 
 
What is the Book of Habakkuk? 

● Purpose - To show that God is still in control of the world despite the apparent triumph 
of evil. 

● Major Theological Themes 
○ Struggle and doubt 
○ God’s Sovereignty 
○ Hope 

● Theological Outline 
○ Begins in dialogue 

i. God responds to Habakkuk’s complaining. 
○ The complaining was the answer to three honest questions. 

i. How could God use such a wicked instrument as the Chaldeans to execute 
his purpose? 

ii. How could the divine purpose be justified in such events? 
iii. Why do the seem to triumph will the righteous suffer. 

○ God’s government is moral rather than philosophical. 
i. God will turn the worst to a good end. 

● Timeline 
○ Habakkuk prophesied – 612 
○ King Josiah dies – 609 
○ Daniel taken captive – 605 
○ Habakkuk finishes – 589 

 
What is the Book of Zephaniah? 

● Purpose - To save the people of Judah out of complacency. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Day of Judgment 
○ Indifference to God. 
○ Day of Cheer 

● Theological Outline 
○ Starts with a question. 

i. How much wickedness will God tolerate before He brings judgment. 
○ Day of judgment was fast approaching. 
○ No nation would escape, even Judah 
○ The same God that brings judgment also brings hope. 

● Timeline 
○ Zephaniah becomes a prophet and Josiah becomes king Judah – 640 
○ Jeremiah becomes a prophet in 627 
○ 622 is when the book of the law is found 
○ Zephaniah’s ministry ends 621 

 
What is the Book of Haggai? 

● Purpose - To call the people to complete the rebuilding of the temple. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ Right Priorities 
○ God’s Encouragement 
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● Theological Outline 
○ Because the people had reversed their priorities they were banished into 

Babylonian exile. 
○ They compromised their theological foundations. 
○ Haggai challenged their priorities. 
○ Haggai’s words gave hope be three doctrines. 

i. God is in control of all the nations of the earth and can remove political 
opposition to his work. 

ii. The people of God need to reject a defeatist attitude. 
iii. God will bless those that strive for purity and give priority to his desires. 

● Timeline 
○ Cyrus decree – 538 
○ Exiles return – 537 
○ Temple began – 536 
○ Temple halts – 530 
○ Haggai and Zechariah’s prophecy and temple resumes – 520 
○ Temple completed – 516 

 
What is the Book of Zechariah? 

● Purpose - To give hope to God’s people through deliverance through the messiah. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ God’s Jealousy 
○ Rebuild the temple 
○ The king is coming 
○ God’s protection 

● Theological Outline 
○ Why did God punish by sending leaders into exile? 
○ What did God have in mind for their future? 
○ Why didn’t they have blessing once they returned? 
○ What would they have to do to get blessing? 

● Timeline 
○ Chapters 1-8 -520-518 
○ Chapters 9-14 – 480   

 
What is the Book of Malachi 

● Purpose - To confront the people with their sin and draw them back to God. 
● Major Theological Themes 

○ God’s Love 
○ Sin of the priest 
○ Sin of the people 
○ The Lord’s Coming 

● Theological Outline 
○ Challenge the people’s lack of honor and respect of God. 
○ To rebuke the priests 
○ To plead with the people to confess their sins. 
○ To assure the wicked that God would judge them. 

● Timeline 
○ Written – 430 B.C. 
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